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A world free from hunger and 
malnutrition where food and 
agriculture contribute to 
improving the living standards 
of all, especially the poorest, in 
an economically, socially and 
environmentally sustainable 
manner.

FAO’s Vision



FAO and the Sustainable Development Goals 

Food and agriculture contribute to achieving all 17 of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). FAO is the custodian agency for 
21 SDG indicators.





Definitions and Boundaries

Food Waste is the decrease in 
the quantity or quality of food resulting 
from decisions and actions by retailers, 
food services and consumers.

FOOD LOSS FOOD WASTE

Food Loss is the decrease in the quantity or quality of 
food resulting from decisions and actions by food 
suppliers in the chain, excluding retail, food service 
providers and consumers. 

Source: FAO, State of Food and Agriculture 2019 



Global Facts and Figures



Implications of FLW for food security and nutrition, 
livelihoods, natural resources and the environment



Priority areas for action on FLW reduction identified in Country Pathways at the Food 
Systems Summit 2021



1. Assemble, analyze, monitor and improve access to data and information

2. Development and implementation of normative and standard setting instruments

3. Facilitate, promote and support policy dialogue at global, regional and country levels

4. Support institutions to prepare, implement, monitor and evaluate policies and 
programmes, and leverage investments

5. Facilitate partnerships and coalitions for more efficient, inclusive, resilient and 
sustainable agri-food systems

6. Advise and support activities that assemble, disseminate and improve the uptake of 
knowledge, technologies and good practices

7. Advocate and communicate at national, regional and global levels

FAO’s Core Functions



FLI helps to identify inefficiencies in the food system, to generate more knowledge of the 
supply chains and identify critical points

Source: https://www.fao.org/sustainable-development-goals/indicators/1231/en/

https://www.fao.org/sustainable-development-goals/indicators/1231/en/


Data, measurement and monitoring
More than 13% of the food produced did not reach the retail level in 2020

Source: FAO, SDG reporting 2022



Normative and standard setting instruments

FAO
• A meeting place for nations
• Honest broker, neutral platform 

for negotiation and dialogue 
• Technical expertise



Prevention (good handling and processing)  

Rescue, recovery and redistribution

Recycling and upcycling

Proper disposal of remaining material

• Applicable at subnational, national, regional and global levels
• Regulatory frameworks, including for date labelling  and food/feed safety

• Evidence based

• Prioritization to guide policy and strategy development

Developing Policies and Strategies



Applying circular practices to keep food loss and waste out of landfills

Source:  Adapted from Ellen McArthur Foundation (2023) 



Building the evidence base to inform policy development
HERMETIC GRAIN STORAGEFIELD-LEVEL TRAINING GRAIN STORAGE IN SILOS

FIELD-LEVEL TRAINING ON GOOD 
DRYING PRACTICE BENEFICIARIES





Managing Quality and Reducing Post-Harvest Losses in Fresh Produce Supply Chains in South Asian Countries 



Technical Platform 

• Established by FAO 
and IFPRI in 2015, under 
the Turkish Presidency of 
the G20.

• Aim: 
To strengthen collective 
efforts to prevent and 
reduce FLW toward 
achieving SDG target 12.3.



Technical Platform: actions to strengthen collective efforts



Technical Platform on Food Loss and Waste Reduction: Partners



Food is Never Waste Coalition 

✓ Launched in Rome at the Food 
Systems Pre-Summit in 2021, the 
Coalition seeks to take 
forward Agenda 2030 to accelerate 
the pace of reducing food loss and 
waste, toward achieving SDG 12.3.

The #123 Pledge, launched during 
CoP27, is the first initiative of the 
Coalition. 

https://www.fao.org/platform-food-loss-waste/news/news-detail/123-food-loss-and-waste-pledge-for-climate-action/en




Thank you! 

Rosa.Rolle@fao.org

Learn more:  https://www.fao.org/platform-food-loss-waste/background/en

Join the Community of Practice on Food Loss and Waste 
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